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Tables

Table 1.  Historical Filing Rates for Women in the United States

Locale and Year
Percent where Wife Plaintiff

U.S. 1867*
62

U.S. 1880*
67

U.S. 1890*
66

U.S. 1900*
67

U.S. 1908*
67

U.S. 1922*
68

U.S. 1931*
72.8

U.S. 1960*
70.3

Dade County, Florida, 1962-63**
71

Fulton County, Georgia, 1962-63**
73

U.S. 1965
71.4

California 1966
78.3

New Jersey 1966
68.1

Florida, 1969 (Sample)
73.4

Polk County Iowa, 1969
80.7

California 1970*
71.5

New Jersey 1970*
70.2

Polk County, Iowa, 1972
78.3

Dade County, Florida, 1972-73**
32

Fulton County, Georgia, 1972-73**
70

California 1974*
67.3

New Jersey 1974*
64.1

Florida, 1974 (Sample)*
71.5

Connecticut, 1995
69.4

Connecticut, 1995, with children (85% of all)
71.3







*Friedman and Percival, 1976


** Gunter and Johnson, 1978


Table 2.  Frequency Distribution of Respondents' Reports of Which Spouses Wanted the First Marriage to End, by Sex:  National Survey of Families and Households, 1987-88 and 1992-94

Question:  "Sometimes both partners equally want a marriage to end, other times one partner wants it to end much more than the other.  Circle the number of the answer that best describes how it was in your case."

Item and Response Categories
Women
Men
Total


N
Percent
N
Percent
N
Percent

1.   I wanted the marriage to end BUT my husband/wife did not
338
27.2
67
9.6
405
20.7

2.  I wanted it to end MORE THAN my husband/wife did
239
19.4
70
10.
309
16.0

3.  We both wanted it to end
223
17.8
197
28.1
420
21.6

4.  My husband/wife wanted it to end MORE THAN I did
110
9.0
113
16.2
223
11.6

5.  My husband/wife wanted it to end BUT I did not
116
9.5
142
20.3
258
13.4

     Inappropriate/no answer
211
17.1
111
15.8
322
16.6

     Total Responses
1237
100.0
700
100.0
1937
99.9

Table 3.  Definition of Variables

Variable
Definition

PLAINTIFF
1 if wife.

W-MARR-AGE

H-MARR-AGE
Ages of husband and wife at the time of marriage.

WAGE-YEARSM
Wife’s age times years married.

HAGE-YEARSM
Husband’s age times years married.

YEARSM
Number of years married until divorce.

CHILD18
Number of children under 18

REL-EDUC
Husband’s education minus wife’s education.

NCHILDW
Number of children awarded to wife.

NCHILDH
Number of children awarded to husband.

NCHILDJ
Number of children awarded joint custody.

RELED
Husband’s years of education – wife’s years of education.

WEDUC
Years of education for the wife.

WWHITE

(CT, OR, VA only)
The wife in the couple was white.

HNUMARR

(Oregon only)
Number of husband’s marriage being dissolved.

WNUMARR

(Oregon only)
Number of wife’s marriage being dissolved.

NOFAULT
State law makes fault irrelevant for divorce.

DIVRATE
County divorce rate.

POVERTY
Number of people in poverty divided by population.

POPDENS
Number of people per square mile in county.

PCPI
Per capita personal income for the county.

CRUEL

(Virginia only)
The divorce was granted on grounds of cruelty.

SEPLENGTH

(Oregon only)
Length of time the parties were separated prior to the divorce.

Table 4.  Comparative Divorce Rates, 1995

State
Divorces
Population
Divorce Rate

Maine
5,467
1,241
4.405318

New Hampshire
4,871
1,148
4.243031

Vermont
2,786
585
4.762393

Massachusetts
13,453
6,074
2.21485

Rhode Island
3,654
990
3.690909

Connecticut
9,597
3,275
2.930382

New York
55,999
18,136
3.087726

New Jersey
24,293
7,945
3.057646

Pennsylvania
39,439
12,072
3.266981

Ohio
48,682
11,151
4.365707

Indiana
---
5,803
-99

Illinois
38,784
11,830
3.278445

Michigan
39,910
9,549
4.179495

Wisconsin
17,522
5,123
3.420262

Minnesota
15,828
4,610
3.433406

Iowa
10,504
2,842
3.695989

Missouri
26,844
5,324
5.042074

North Dakota
2,204
641
3.438378

South Dakota
2,888
729
3.961591

Nebraska
6,256
1,637
3.821625

Kansas
10,732
2,565
4.184016

Delaware
3,671
717
5.119944

Maryland
15,025
5,042
2.979968

Virginia
28,897
6,618
4.366425

West Virginia
9,393
1,828
5.138403

North Carolina
36,978
7,195
5.139402

South Carolina
14,753
3,673
4.016608

Georgia
37,209
7,201
5.167199

Florida
79,528
14,166
5.614005

Kentucky
22,883
3,860
5.928238

Tennessee
33,081
5,256
6.29395

Alabama
25,957
4,253
6.103221

Mississippi
13,076
2,697
4.84835

Arkansas
16,041
2,484
6.457729

Louisiana
---
4,342
-99

Oklahoma
21,829
3,278
6.659243

Texas
98,373
18,724
5.253845

Montana
4,179
870
4.803448

Idaho
6,770
1,163
5.821152

Wyoming
3,197
480
6.660417

Colorado
18795
3,747
5.016013

New Mexico
11,279
1,685
6.693769

Arizona
27,633
4,218
6.551209

Utah
8,892
1,951
4.557663

Nevada
12,355
1,530
8.075163

Washington
29,677
5,431
5.464371

Oregon
14,982
3,141
4.769819

California
---
31,589
-99

Alaska
2,999
604
4.965232

Hawaii
5,494
1,187
4.628475

Table 5.  Logit Regression Results- Women as Petitioners, 1995

Dependent Variable = Plaintiff

Variable
All states
Three states
Virginia
Oregon 

AGE VARIABLES:







   WMARAGE
0.0177

(5.3177)**
0.0147

(4.4380)**
0.0137

(3.050)**
0.0151

(1.7962)*

   HMARAGE
-0.0173

(5.4535)**
-0.0151

(4.7868)**
-0.0155

(3.5972)**
-0.0254

(3.1825)**

   WAGE-YEARSM
-0.0019

(7.0133)**
-0.0019

(6.563)**
-0.0017

(4.7080)**
-0.0020

(2.4841)**

   HAGE-YEARSM
0.0025

(9.2940)**
0.0024

(8.5562)**
0.0020

(5.6911)**
0.0028

(3.4308)**

   YEARSM
-0.0384

(6.1570)**
-0.0343

(5.2958)**
-0.0243

(2.8242)**
-0.0381
(2.0923)**

CHILD VARIABLES:





   CHILD18
-0.0565

(5.366)**
-0.0621

(5.7659)**
0.0001

(0.0000)
-0.0386
(0.9881)

   NCHILDH
-0.5454

(30.6433)**
-0.5371

(28.9189)**
-0.6859

(10.3143)**
-0.7673

(12.7164)**

   NCHILDW
0.4780

(34.89)**
0.4884

(33.9654)**
0.3334

(6.0704)**
0.5149

(11.9904)**

   NCHILDJ


0.1307

(9.0465)**
0.1252

(8.1261)**
-0.1461

(2.5093)**
0.0205

(0.4382)

HUMAN CAPITAL VARIABLES:





   RELED
-0.0815

(33.7153)**
-0.0865

(33.5112)**
-0.076

(27.8460)**
-0.2173

(14.5573)**

   WEDUC
0.0030

(1.2081)
0.0025

(1.0099)
0.0064

(2.3483)**
-0.0207

1.3342)

   WWHITE

0.2021

(6.8051)**
0.1709

(4.9084)**
0.1906

(1.7263)*

  HNUMMARR
0.0281

(1.4670)

-0.004

(0.1466)
0.0930

(2.0662)**

  WNUMMARR
-0.0562

(3.0718)**

-0.0515

(1.9912)**
0.0420

(0.9975)

AGGREGATE VARIABLES:







   NOFAULT


0.1277

(3.0988)**
0.0889

(1.7251)*



   DIVRATE
0.0075

(1.0376)
0.0062

(0.8243)
0.0349

(2.5123)**
-0.0250

(2.5814)**

   POVERTY
0.0000

(3.3326)**
0.0000

(3.3486)**
0.0068

(3.0375)**
0.0000

(0.6678)

   POPDENS
-0.0000

(4.0029)**
-0.0000

(2.7098)**
-0.0000

(4.0073)**
0.0003

(2.1023)**

   PCPI


0.0000

(2.9165)**


FILING/INITIATING:

     SEPLENG



-0.0380
(3.0067)**

BAD MARRIAGE:

   CRUEL


1.5604

(5.9783)**


Constant
0.4213

(6.0238)**
0.2182

(2.8502)**
-0.0209

(0.1631)
0.9688

(3.7144)**

Correct Estimations
66.43
66.46
64.91
71.181

N
46547
43329
26067
7234

Table 6.  LOGIT REGRESSION RESULTS- WOMEN AS PETITIONERS

Special Cases, 1995

Dependent Variable = Plaintiff

Variable
Blacks
Oregon Long Separations
Oregon Short

Separations

AGE VARIABLES:






   WMARAGE
0.0047

(0.4651)
0.0055

(0.2098)
0.0168

(1.8699)*

   HMARAGE
0.0067

(0.7154)
-0.0260

(1.0316)
-0.0271

(3.1900)**

   WAGE-YEARSM
-0.0004

(0.6117)
-0.0007

(0.3748)
-0.0024

(2.5654)**

   HAGE-YEARSM
0.0007

(1.0084)
0.0022

(1.1806)
0.0031

(3.3935)**

   YEARSM
0.0251

(1.2269)
-0.1013

(2.0987)**
-0.0356

(1.7107)*

CHILD VARIABLES:




   CHILD18
-0.1334

(3.3468)**
0.1309

(0.8939)
-0.0557

(1.3436)

   NCHILDH
-0.4680

(6.8645)**
-0.8175

(3.4174)**
-0.7705

(12.1488)**

   NCHILDW
0.5283

(11.1380)**
0.3862

(2.2581)**
0.5340

(11.8280)**

   NCHILDJ


0.0702

(1.1240)
0.0220

(0.1145)
0.0173

(0.3557)

HUMAN CAPITAL VARIABLES:




   RELED
-0.1005

(14.1173)**
-0.2413

(5.9309)**
-0.2134

(13.2361)**

   WEDUC
0.0070

(0.8981)
-0.0468

(1.1833)
-0.0145

(0.8535)

   WWHITE

0.3210

(1.3711)
0.1658

(1.3139)

   WNUMMARR
-0.0367

(0.4824)
-0.0253

(0.2110)
0.0498 (1.1033)

   HNUMMARR
-0.1106

(1.4867)
0.0156

(0.1245)
0.1075

(2.2117)**

AGGREGATE VARIABLES:






   NOFAULT
-0.8486

(0.9081)



   DIVRATE
0.0766

(2.2721)**
0.0113

(0.4192)
-0.0300

(2.8623)**

   POVERTY
0.0000

(1.4511)
0.0000

(0.3615)
-0.0000

(2.2487)

   POPDENS
-0.0000

(2.1093)**
0.0001

(0.2512)
0.0003

(2.2487)**

FILING/INITIATING:

     SEPLENGTH

0.0227

(1.0230)
-0.1122

(2.5078)**

Constant
-0.0545

(0.2184)
1.2948

(1.9094)**
0.9802

(11.5371)**

Correct Estimations
66.34
67.61
71.90

N
4759
985
6249

Table 7.  How much do the numbers matter?

Case 1:  Wife married at 19, husband at 26.  They’ve been married 20 years, and have three kids.  The husband gets custody.  Husband has 7 years more education than the wife, and they live in a fault state.  Wife is white.  Probability that wife files = .095.


However, if the wife got custody, the probability that she’d file increases to .69.



Case 2:  They married when both were 26, and have been married 5 years.  They have two children, and the wife will get custody.  The husband finished college and the wife a law degree (three more years of education).  They live in a no-fault state and wife is white.  Probability that wife files =.79.


However, if the husband got custody, the probability that the wife files would decrease to .32.
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